
MATILDA & MRS. PHELPS SIDE
MRS. PHELPS

What? Is there a child at school who's behaving like a bully?

MATILDA
Not a child exactly. Do you want to hear the next part of the story?

MRS. PHELPS
What are we waiting for?

MATILDA
As they prepared themselves for the most dangerous feat that had ever been

performed, the Acrobat gave her husband a kiss-

ACROBAT
Smile - we have done this a thousand times.

ESCAPOLOGIST
First I escape from the cage, lean out, catch you with one hand, grab a fire extinguisher

with the other, and put out the flames on your specially designed dress before they

reach the dynamite and blow your head off!

MRS. PHELPS
(screams)

Ahhhhhhh!

(beat)

Sorry. Go on.

MATILDA

The trick started well. The moment the dress was set alight, the Acrobat swung into the

air. She hurled over the sharks and spiky objects - suddenly the padlocks pinged open

and the huge chains fell away - the door flung open and the Escapologist reached out to

catch his wife and the child-

MRS. PHELPS
Oh, I can't look!

END


